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Our mission
To enable people to 
put their faith at the 
heart of daily life and 
bring Christ to their 
communities.
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We take our position as leaders in Christian 
communications seriously. Last year across 
our various media platforms we reported 
on a wide variety of stories from across the 
globe, including the devastating Typhoon 
Haiyan which led to large loss of life in the 
Philippines, the death and funeral of the 
much-loved former President of South 
Africa, Nelson Mandela, the outbreak and 
spread of the deadly Ebola virus in West 
Africa, and the crisis and war in Ukraine.

We report and reflect on a wide range 
of stories offering a distinctive Christian 
perspective on radio, in print and online. 
Our role as a leading multi-media 
ministry enables us to make maximum 
use of all available channels to keep 
the Christian community informed, 
resourced and encouraged to reach out 
confidently to those around them with 
the gospel of Christ.

As we enter our 20th Anniversary Year in 
2015, we give thanks that the work God 
raised us up to do in 1995 has grown 

and developed because of the prayers 
and financial support of so many 
supporters from across the UK. 

Our mission ‘to enable people to put 
faith at the heart of their everyday life’ 
is worked out on a daily basis. We are 
so encouraged as we hear from people 
such as Luciana who told us: ‘Premier 
Christian Radio brought me back to 
God after I was led astray. Think about 
those who have no faith, think how one 
day they may also be touched like I was 
touched.’

The journey continues. Walk with us!

�Inspiring
people to put faith at the 
heart of their daily life

Our Values

Introduction
19

90
19

95
19

96
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
20

03
20

04
20

05
20

06
20

07
20

08

ANALOGUE ERA

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

DIGITAL ERA

Premier Starts New Media Centre of 
Excellence to provide resources and 
events for the Christian community

Religious Hatred 
Bill Objection

National DAB
License Bid

Faith Without Fear 
campaign

Not For Sale 
campaign

Freedom of the 
Cross campaign

Safetynet
campaign

Childrenswork
Magazine
launched

Promise to Vote
campaign

RE.ACT campaign

Premier Christian Radio begins
 broadcasting to Northern 

Ireland on DAB

Premier Gospel organises
the first Gospel Week

festival in London

Christian 
Broadcasting no 
longer prohibited

Premier’s campaign
to become a

national digital
broadcaster

Premier Christian 
Radio commences 

broadcasting

Premier Media Group purchases the 
publishers of Christianity and 

Youthwork Magazine

Premier launches on Sky digital. 
Talkgospel.com launched

Launch of internet site Premier 
Online, including listen live facility

Premier launched on digital 
terrestrial TV (Freeview)

Premier.tv launched and provides 
Christian internet TV on-demand

Premier Online re-launched with 
more functionality and content

Premier Christian Radio begins 
broadcasting on DAB Digital 

Radio in London

Premier Christian Radio 
begins broadcasting on 

Virgin Media 

Digital redevelopment of internal systems and Premier 
Online – Media on demand (Radio, TV and Magazine) across 

organisation and for Premier Online visitors

Premier Christian Radio begins 
broadcasting nationwide on 

DAB Digital radio 

Premier starts Christian New 
Media Conference to equip Churches 

and Christians 

Premier Gospel launches 
on DAB Digital Radio 

in London 

Investment in new servers to replace 
ageing infrastructure

Premier opens its first regional
centre of activity in the North East

Premier redevelops
its suite of websites

Premier Lifeline
took its millionth call

 Premier opens its second
regional centre of activity in

the Midlands
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This past year has been significant in so many ways, not 
least because after 19 years Premier has a new look. 
Our various platforms all now carry the Premier brand, and 
there is a new colour scheme on our literature and even on 
the walls of our London office!

However, what remains the same are our values and our 
mission ‘inspiring people to put faith at the heart of daily life 
and enabling people to bring Christ to their community’.

As we enter our 20th year, we are 
conscious of the grace of God 
that has led us through stormy 
seas and also opened up many 
wonderful opportunities. Our inside 
cover gives a quick snapshot 
of the journey we have taken in 
finding creative ways to share the 
Christian gospel on air, in print and 
online.

Whatever way you 
have engaged with 
the ministry of 
Premier, we hope 
that you have 
been blessed  
and helped.

In the following pages we hope you 
will be encouraged and inspired 
by the testimonies you read from 
individuals who have been helped 
by Premier’s ministry, as well as 
the stories of initiatives and events 
in which we have engaged to help 
resource churches and groups in 
their ministries.

None of this would have been 
possible without the support of 
Premier partners, both in prayer 
and often in sacrificial giving. We 
are constantly amazed and grateful 
to those who have stood with us 
over this last 19 years.

As we travel around the UK, we 
hear amazing stories of how 
people’s lives have been changed 
through tuning into Premier 
Christian Radio, or through ringing 
our confidential helpline, Premier 
Lifeline, and also in recent days 
through stories of those who have 
benefited from our Re-Connect 
project in the north-east, where 
providing people with a digital 
radio and access to Lifeline has 
re-connected people with Christian 
ministry from which they had been 

disconnected because of their 
housebound situation.

Finally after 19 years we are 
delighted that we have been able 
to twin our radio ministry with our 
Voice of Hope printed devotional, 
of which we print over 150,000 
copies six times a year. The 
feedback has been so positive 
from people who describe how it 
has helped them make time and 
space for Bible reading, prayer and 
reflection.

Whatever way you have engaged 
with the ministry of Premier, we 
hope that you have been blessed 
and helped. What better response 
in the year ahead than to introduce 
a friend or relative to Premier, so 
that growing together we may build 
up the Church and extend the 
kingdom of God. 

Peter Kerridge 
Premier 
Chief Executive

Report
The CEO’s
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In May 1997 I suffered a severe 
infection that causes Bell’s Palsy. 
The whole of the left side of my face 
and head were paralysed. My life 
was in bits and then this was the 
final straw. Emotionally it was an 
all-time low. With time on my hands, 
I listened to Premier Christian Radio 
night and day. The comfort it brought 
to me at that time of great difficulty 
was tremendous. The Lord spoke to 
me, ministered to me and gave me 
the strength to keep going through 
Premier Christian Radio.
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people in need were listened 
to and prayed for by Premier 
Lifeline volunteers

Year at a gla nce
Premier’s

5,308,501
people visited Premier websites

Over

900,000 68,5982,211,283

0:00 / 2:21

755

Over

500,000
people listened to Premier 
Christian Radio on average  
over 14 hours a week

351,000
people love reading  
Premier magazines

100%
The launch of the new Premier 
Gospel website and online 
listening facility doubled the 
online audience in this period

copies of our 
Voice of Hope 
devotional  
were printed

times as part of our outreach  
to the nation

Premier videos were watched
prayer partners 
regularly prayed for 
Premier, our staff  
and our listeners
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Making an impact

•	� Our News service has expanded to 
provide our own Christian perspective on 
the news seven days a week.

•	� We broadcast live from Edinburgh and 
Glasgow the day the referendum results 
were announced, after an unprecedented 
86% voted for independence or to stay 
within the UK, with comment and analysis 
from MSPs and Church leaders.

•	� The Inspirational Breakfast show 
has been broadcast from around the 
UK. At each location, Premier hold 
an evening reception. Over 2,500 
people have attended to learn more 
about Premier.	

•	� Premier Christian Radio negotiated 
a deal to re-broadcast Priestland’s 
Progress, a ground-breaking 
documentary exploring Christianity, 
originally broadcast on BBC Radio 4. 
In the process we became the first 
commercial broadcaster to operate 
under licence by the BBC to rebroadcast 
a BBC Radio series.

•	� Roger Bolton’s Holy Places series 
took Christians, including Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols, Ann Widdecombe 
and Rev Richard Coles, to places of 
spiritual significance. 	

•	� During the World Cup in Brazil, Premier 
presented daily features on the growing 
church there, and crossed live to the country 
to follow the progress of Christian footballers 
taking part in the competition.

•	� Shed Talk, a new weekly show for men with 
Carl Beech of CVM, was launched as part of 
a joint initiative to reach 1 million men and 
enable them to begin a journey of faith. 

•	� At Easter and Christmas we broadcast 
services from cathedrals and churches from 
across the UK.

•	� Daily prayer updates from Canon Andrew 
White, Vicar of Baghdad, followed the launch 
of #prayforiraq, in the light of murderous 
attacks in Iraq and Syria by ISIS.

•	� Premier Gospel, which celebrates its fifth 
year in 2015, broadcast from Uganda, USA, 
Ghana and the United Arab Emirates last 
year, with guests including Grammy winners, 
Hollywood actors and leading politicians. 

•	� Artists supported by Premier Gospel have 
won major awards, including two of the six 
finalists in the BBC Gospel Choir of the Year, 
and the winner of the prestigious MOBO 
Awards 2013.

Premier Christian Radio DAB digital radio  |  Freeview 725  |  In London on 1305 1332 1413 MW  
In West Surrey and North East Hampshire on 1566 MW  |  premierchristianradio.com 
Premier Gospel Radio DAB digital radio in London  |  premiergospel.org.uk
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7am

7pm
My wife isn’t a Christian, and 

with shift work and other family 
commitments I am rarely able to 
attend a church service. Premier 
Christian Radio fills a huge void. 
I can’t imagine life without it and 
wish I could be paid a penny for 

every time I tell someone to listen 
to Premier Christian Radio!

Day+NightI began listening to Premier 
Christian Radio early in the 
morning and found it so 
encouraging. It helped deepen 
my trust in God, which I needed 
so much as I was watching my 
mother deteriorate in front of my 
eyes. Eventually she didn’t even 
know me as her daughter. It was 
the most testing time in my life. 
Premier lifts you up; often as I 
listened something was said that 
was just what I needed to hear. 
I think Premier helps so many 
people. Only God knows how 
much He does through Premier 
Christian Radio.
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Premier has an online treasury of great 
Christian content: something for everyone, 
no matter what your faith, background 
or interests.

2014 was an exciting year for Premier 
in terms of new media, as it saw the 
relaunch of our family of websites to a 
great reaction from our supporters. Radio 
listeners can now hear all shows again 
on Premier Christian Radio and Premier 
Gospel, subscribers can read full online 
versions of our magazines on Premier 
Christianity, Premier Youthwork and 
Premier Childrenswork, and premier.org.
uk provides our visitors with the latest 
and best news affecting Christians, with 
everything from local issues to global 
stories. Our news team populate the 

website regularly throughout the day, 
meaning that premier.org.uk is your 
one-stop-shop for news from around the 
world from a Christian perspective.

Also packed with relevant and timely 
articles, inspiring videos, interviews 
with well-known figures, practical 
resources and, of course, the best of 
our radio shows ready for you at any 
time at the touch of the button – these 
sites aim to help bring you closer to 
God and equip you to reach out to 
your community. 

Online
Making an impact

We welcome and encourage healthy 
debate by posting questions and articles 
on our social media accounts; we’ve 
found that our 75,000 followers use 
Premier platforms as a place for daily 
debate around the issues affecting them. 
We’ve also seen a growing response to 
our weekly Ignite e-newsletter, where 
around 90,000 recipients have read, 
watched and listened to stories from 
across the Premier family, among which 
the most popular have been ‘How I 
reacted when my daughter became a 
Muslim’ and ‘Young, Christian & gay’ and 
‘Do people think that Jesus rose again?’.

This world of great content, including 
free downloads and sample magazines, 
attracted over 5 million visits to our 
websites and around 2 million views 
of our videos.

www.premier.org.uk
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Voice of HOPE

 On Air   In Print   Online premier.org.uk

Your gifts at work
Issue 8 

In partnership with

BISHOP OF 
LONDON
CLIMATE CHANGE:  
A LIFE & DEATH ISSUE

40 DEVOTIONALS
DAILY READING TO 
DEEPEN YOUR FAITH

BOOMERANG CHILD
BEING AN AMBASSADOR  
IN GENERATION Y

UNDERCOVER BOSS
HOW ONE AMBASSADOR 
MADE A DIFFERENCE

WHAT’S ON?
PROGRAMME LISTINGS FOR 
PREMIER CHRISTIAN RADIO 
& PREMIER GOSPEL

In partnership with

Over 350,000 people read our magazines and a 
further 150,000 people receive our Voice of Hope 
bi-monthly daily devotional.

Premier Youthwork produced a special 
edition for young people, made by young 
people. A team of eight youngsters 
came for an intensive work experience 
programme, where they took the lead in 
shaping and crafting the August 2014 issue. 
Over 20,000 were distributed at youth 
festivals across the country.

Premier Childrenswork continues to grow 
after its launch in 2012. A new paradigm 
series gathers the leading thinkers and 
practitioners in children’s ministry to reflect 
on what the future of children’s work might 
look like. 

Premier Christianity subscriptions 
exceeded 10,000 for the first time in four 
years, at a time when many magazines 
are declining. The cutting edge editorial 
and striking design has attracted much 
comment, while Twitter followers to this title 
have reached 10,000.

Voice of Hope includes 40 pages of Bible-
based devotions to help encourage and build 
Christian faith. Based on UK-based Dr Micha 
Jazz’s popular weekday Be Still And Know 
broadcasts on Premier Christian Radio, 
these distinctive Bible reflections include a 
prayer and a practical question to help the 
reader apply scripture to daily living.

Voice of HOPE

 On Air   In Print   Online premier.org.uk

Your gifts at work
Issue 8 

2015 RESOLUTION
PRACTICAL TIPS TO GET 
BACK TO THE BIBLE

40 DEVOTIONALS
DAILY READINGS TO 
DEEPEN YOUR FAITH

 

YOUR SHOUT!
NEW SHOW FOR 
TEEN CHRISTIANS

 

FEBRUARY FOCUS
MONTH-LONG 
RELATIONSHIPS THEME

 

WHAT PREMIER 
MEANS TO ME
LISTENERS STORIES

WHAT’S ON?
THIS WEEK ON PREMIER 
GOSPEL & PREMIER 
CHRISTIAN RADIO

Print
Making an impact in
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CAMPAIGNS

Premier supported the Modern 
Slavery Bill, a cross-party initiative  
going through Parliament, and 
called on the government to ensure 
that the Modern Slavery Bill would 
create a legislative framework to 
outlaw slavery in the UK.

The Premier audience showed 
their strong support for our calls 
for the legislation to include the 
installation of a strong Independent 
Commissioner, a focus on victim 
support and legislation against 
supply chains to ensure that the bill 
was fit for purpose.  Over 30,000 
Premier supporters added their 
voice and spoke up for those who 
aren’t allowed one.

 
FEED THE HUNGRY

Premier teamed up with Feed 
the Hungry to send bags to 
churches around the country for 
congregations, schools and youth 
groups to collect food. Around 280 
churches gathered 24,000 bags 
of food which were distributed to 
foodbanks in time for Christmas.

UNBELIEVABLE THE 
CONFERENCE 2014

Unbelievable? The Conference 
2014 was the fourth annual event 
linked to Premier Christian Radio’s 
flagship apologetics and theology 
debate show Unbelievable? Justin 
Brierley was joined by over 800 
delegates at Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster to address common 
objections to Christianity and hear 
from leading thinkers including Os 
Guinness on the evidence for the 
Christian faith.

CommunityMaking an 
impact in the

 

GOSPEL WEEK

In June 2014 Premier 
Gospel ran a week of free 
concerts across London. 
Over 2,000 people 
enjoyed a range of music, 
with live performances 
from the best UK gospel 
artists.

YOUTHWORK 
SUMMIT

Over 1,000 youthworkers 
attended the Youthwork 
Summit organised by 
Premier Youthwork in 
partnership with Urban 
Saints and Youthscape 
at !Audacious Church in 
Manchester to hear 40 
speakers at a one-day 
TED-style conference.

CHRISTIAN 
NEW MEDIA 
CONFERENCE

Over 500 delegates 
attended the fourth 
Christian New Media 
Conference and were 
inspired, envisioned and 
challenged by the 38 
expert speakers on the 
day. This was followed 
by the seventh Christian 
New Media Awards and 
dinner which celebrated 
and encouraged 
excellence in Christian 
engagement online.

 
PREMIER 
LIFELINE

Premier Lifeline: the 
national Christian helpline, 
offering a listening ear, 
emotional and spiritual 
support and prayer, 
answered 68,598 calls 
from people in need. In 
2014 we launched our 
new number, 0300 111 
0101 and partnered with 
Christian listening services 
in Plymouth, Coventry, Hull 
and Scunthorpe through 
our new telephone system 
to ensure maximum 
support to the callers. 
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PREMIER’S 
MIDLANDS/WALES OFFICE

was established in 2014 with a dual strategy of developing 
key contacts in the region to raise Premier’s profile, as well as 
engaging directly with the region’s supporters and listeners to 
ensure Premier responds most effectively to their needs.

A Council Of Reference has been established to ensure strong 
links within churches and key networks, and a regional listener 
board has been established. Guests and news stories from 
across the Midlands and Wales have featured on-air and 
contributed to articles in our magazines and online and we’re 
excited to be reaching a bigger audience than ever in the region.

For further information about Premier’s Midlands and 
Wales office contact Andy Haynes, Regional Director  
andy.haynes@premier.org.uk Tel: 01922 452891

PREMIER’S 
NORTHERN OFFICE

covers Scotland down to North 
Yorkshire in the south, and west to the 
Cumbrian coast, with regular links to 
888 churches. In 2013 we established 
a regional Council of Reference, our 
overarching governing body, to ground 
and support our strategic aims with 
representation from churches and key 
organisations across the region. 

Regional projects have included Re-
Connect, Premier’s response to the 
growing number of isolated people 
in this area. Many Christians with 
reduced mobility feel isolated from 
friends, family and their local church. 
Re-connecting these often lonely 
Christians with their local fellowship, 
introducing them to the ministry of 
Premier Lifeline and providing over 
350 digital radios has helped hundreds 
enrich their spiritual life.

‘Re-connect is an important 
initiative which recognises 
the importance of each 
Christian and their place 
in the Body of Christ; 
giving more elderly or frail 
members the opportunity 
to listen to Christian radio 
is an important way to 
help them keep in touch. 
I warmly commend this 
imaginative idea.’ 

The Rt Rev Frank White,  
Assistant Bishop of Newcastle

For further information about  
Premier in the north, contact  
Sylvia Walters, Regional Director 
sylvia.walters@premier.org.uk 
Tel: 0191 2064036

Making an impact in the

Regions

Premier Re-Connect 
Co-ordinator Ian Britton 
meeting 105 year old Ethel 
who loves her radio.
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A CALLER TO PREMIER IN 2014 DONATED AND SAID THIS…

‘I’m giving to you in memory of my mother. She listened to you a 
lot and in the last days of her life at the hospice she had Premier 
Christian Radio on all the time. It seemed to be a great comfort 
to her as she died. I’m an atheist, I don’t believe in God, but you 

helped my mother, so I’m giving the money in memory of her.’

24 25



Our financial year to September 2014 has been a 
difficult one, resulting in a loss for the year. However, 
donation income has increased and a lot of the 
expenditure has been on one-off projects which  
will bring a long-term benefit.

INCOME

Our income culminated in a successful year-
end appeal in September 2014. Our overall 
donation income increased by 9.5% which is a 
testament to the commitment of our supporters 
to Premier’s vision. 

Key areas of donation growth have been in our 
major donor programme and our direct debit 
donations. Our direct debit income gives us 
some certainty to allow us to enter long-term 
agreements, for example with transmission 
providers; this income increased by 10% in the 
past year. The major donor programme entered 
its first full year in 2013–14 and showed as an 
increase of 43%. 

Commercial income has also increased in our 
radio and online sales. Magazine advertising 
and subscription income dipped a little in the 
year but have not had a major effect on income.

EXPENDITURE

During the year we have carried out a number 
of new initiatives which have increased costs. 
We launched Voice of Hope which is mailed 
nationwide, it has been well received and 
helps supporters in their faith journey, as well 
as providing news and information about 
Premier’s ministry. 

We have re-launched our main websites which 
have dramatically increased visits to our sites, 
which in turn means that more people are 
accessing the great resources and Christian 
news we provide; this also benefits our web 
advertising income. 

We have rebranded the organisation with 
new logos for all our brands, which has had 
a positive effect on our sales and donation 
income. The work of our supporter contact 
team has increased significantly, which has led 
to the large increase in regular giving, and as 
this giving is likely to continue for many years, 
Premier will benefit in the long term from this 
investment.

We do not hold large reserves and are 
dependent on the ongoing support 
of our many donors who have given 
generously in the past, and we pray will 
continue to do so.

Premier exists thanks to the generous 
charitable support of many thousands 
of people across the UK who make 
regular gifts and special pledges. So far 
771 men and women have pledged their 
three-year support.

We are especially thankful to these 
Angels (£5000 per year), Champions 
(£2000 per year), Patrons (£1000 per 
year), Friends (£500 per year) and 
Associates (£365 per year). These 
Pledgers, as well as the people who 
have included a gift to Premier in their 
will, are enabling Premier to work 
towards a more stable financial future.

The figures shown are subject to audit 
adjustments. Our annual audited 
statutory accounts for the year ended 
30th September 2014 will be available 
by 30th June 2015 on the Charity 
Commission’s website.

General Donations	 40%

Commercial Income	 37%

Regular Giving	 22%

Legacies	 0%

Other Income	 1%

TOTAL INCOME 2013 –14: 

£7,489,723 

Broadcasting	 75%

Magazine	 8%

Fundraising & Events	 7%

Staff support costs	 4%

Premises & Maintenance	 3%

Other	 3%

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2013 –14: 

£7,992,739 
TOTAL INCOME 2013 –14: 

£4,390,252 

Monthly Donations	 38%

Appeals & One-off  
Donations	 31%

Major Donors/Trusts	 16%

Gift Aid	 13%

Finances
At a glance

EXPENDITUREINCOME INCOME

No Group (33, 451)

£0–£10 (3,755)

£10–£50 (12,707)

£50–£100 (6,974)

£100–£250 (7,152)

£250–£120,000 (2,863)

Total Amount Grouped

No Group (33, 451)

£0–£10 (3,755)

£10–£50 (12,707)

£50–£100 (6,974)

£100–£250 (7,152)

£250–£120,000 (2,863)

Total Amount Grouped

A PICTURE 
OF SUPPORT 
ACROSS THE UK
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In 1995, when Premier Christian Radio was 
granted its licence to broadcast as the first 
Christian radio station in the UK, there was 
one key to that tremendous victory, namely 
the support of the Christian community. 

In those early days, 
thousands of Christians 
signed petitions to let the 
Radio Authority know of their 
personal support for such a 
station.  But they went a step 
further. Thousands pledged 
to give each month to show 

the Radio Authority they would provide 
the financial support to ensure Premier 
would stay on the air.

This vital principle of support from 
the Christian community has been a 
constant throughout our history and it is 
more crucial today than ever before.

As you have seen in the preceding pages, 
God continues to expand the influence 
and impact of the Christian voice through 
Premier and as that influence and impact 
spreads so does the need for the ongoing 
and faithful support from Christians who 
desire to see our nation reached with the 
hope of Jesus Christ.

At a time when darkness seems to be 
engulfing so much of our nation and 
our world, you and I know that the only 
answer is Jesus Christ. That’s why we 
pray that God would continue to use 
Premier to shine the hope found in Jesus 
Christ to those who are in such great need. 

But this is only possible with your ongoing 
support. So thank you for responding 
generously in the weeks and months ahead 
as, together, we enable people to
put their faith at the heart of daily life and to 
bring Christ to their communities.

We want to take this opportunity to thank 
you for standing with us through the years 
both in prayer and giving. Your support 
has been so important in Premier’s story 
and we trust that as God leads you will 
continue to journey with us

ResponseYour

To give your special gift to Premier  
go to premier.org.uk/donate
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The world is ever in need of a real 
presence of light and hope, and it is our 
responsibility as followers of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be vessels of that light. 
We carry a message of hope, salvation 
and liberty that was given freely to all, and 
we are called to be faithful in living and 

sharing it. We cannot underestimate the 
power of that message to change and 
shape lives for the better and must always 
remember that no matter how great or 
apparent the darkness may be, the light, 
love, and supremacy of God infinitely 
exceeds and outweighs it.
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For it is the God who commanded light 
to shine out of darkness, who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the  
face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6, ESV.

Note
Closing

A closing note from His Grace Bishop 
Angaelos, General Bishop of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in the United 
Kingdom and Moderator of Churches 
Together In Britain and Ireland.
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